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Academic discourse is based on dialogue and discussions. These intellectual 

exercises help to see issues in a novel light and wider perspective. When Socrates 

highlights the importance of dialogue and says “I cannot teach anybody anything. I 

can only make them think,” he could have been talking about the inputs of 

conferences and worshops like the one we became part of. 

Mahatma Gandhi had Said “A man is but the product of his thoughts, what he 

thinks he becomes” thus to celebrate the 150th Birth anniversary of Father of the 

Nation, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and to remember him for his greatest 

contribution towards the Nation, St. Xavier’s College, Jaipur in association  with 

Indian Society of Gandhian Studies organised two days National workshop 

on ‘Mahatma Gandhi and Nation building’.  

Day one Began with a very enriching Inaugural ceremony honored by Rev Fr. 

Varkey Perekkett, Rector, St.Xavier’s College, Jaipur. He talked about the 

Gandhian philosophy and the life lessons that it entails. The event gathered 

exuberance and energy with the performance of Xavier’s Dance Society followed 

by a skit performance by the  Xavier’s Theatre Society, the mesmerising 

performances ushered a wave of smile on the faces of the audience and luminaries 

present.  

Dr. Sheila Rai, Principal, St Xavier’s College Jaipur, delivered a motivational and 

encouraging speech to the audience. She reflected that Gandhian approach is a 

rhetoric that we rarely implement and that Mahatma was the only modern thinker 



who actually lived his ideology. Workshop convener Dr Shikha Arora Bakshi 

introduced the brief aspects and sessions of the workshop. 

Our resource person Fr. Augustine Perumalil, Principal, St. Xavier’s College, 

Nevta, pointed out some important work of Gandhiji and reminded the humanity of 

the efficacy of his  message in policies of the country. The first session ‘Mahatma 

Gandhi and Nation Building: The Moral Challenges for us Today’ was chaired by 

Prof. Rev. Fr. John Chathanatta, wherein he talked about the relevance of the most 

prominent light of liberation, Satyagraha, in modern India. In session two ‘Gandhi 

and Youth, Youth as prime Movers of Society- The Gandhian Perspective’ was 

chaired by Prof.Santosh Bakaya, who stressed upon the heroic qualities of Bapu 

and his ways of encouraging the youth and people to work towards the country’s 

development. The first day of the programme was concluded with the session by 

Mr. Nishant Singh, on ‘Gandhi the flag bearer of Resistance against the Raj’. He 

shed  light on Gandhiji’s  ideologies  and how they can make the country self-

dependent and self-sufficient. The students’ also got a platform to share about 

Gandhiji ideology and contribution towards the Nation through participating in 

various events like Letter Writing(Spandan)- organized by Literati cell, Collage 

making (Photomontage) organized by E-cell, Digital Poster Making (Tech-Gen) 

organized by IT club, Poster making competition (Artistry) organized by Arts club  

and Movie Screening organized by  NSS.   

Day two began with celebratory prayers and songs followed by a Panel Discussion 

on “Women, Health and Sanitation- Frontiers of Gandhian Vision of Swaraj”. The 

session was chaired by Prof. Vidya Jain, Dr. Virendra Singh and Dr. Sheila Rai. 

Last but not the least, session four of the workshop was graced by Prof. K. Ram on 

Gandhian instruments on National integration, Social harmony and conflict 

resolution of individuals as well as at community level. 


